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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image processing system 
through which transmission/ reception of hierarchically coded image data is 
efficiently executed between a server machine and a client machine by an 
image processing unit, that manages the hierarchically coded image data in 
the server/client system and coded image data received by the client 
machine is decoded/displayed at a high speed. 

SOLUTION: A server machine 1 sends coded image data corresponding to 
one layer designated for each layer from the hierarchically coded image 
data to a client machine 4 via a network 3. The client machine 4 receives 
the coded image data sent from the server machine 1 in units single layers. 
The received coded image data for each layer are reconstructed into one 
hierarchically coded image data. In this case, the latest received coded 
image data are linked with the coded image data received precedingly, and 
while being converted into a single hierarchically coded image data, the 
stored. 
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